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There is a common misconception that 
mobile or temporary structures do not need 
planning permission (PP).  

Whilst some permitted development rights 
apply to the siting of temporary structures, 
in most cases planning permission will be 
required for the change of use of land – 
even when structures are mobile. 
 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS:  

Q: Do I need PP for siting some bell tents 
for seasonal use?  

A: They could be sited under permitted 
development for up to 28 days, but would 
generally need PP if you intend to have 
them on site for longer than that (this is a 
‘change of use’ of land). 
 

Q: What about shepherds huts?  

A: Shepherds huts are classed as ‘caravans’ 
which have different rules to tents. If you 
have more than 5 acres then you can have 
up to 3 caravans for no more than 28 days a 
year, but again would need PP for anything 
longer than this. If you have less than 5 acres 
then you can have one touring caravan at a 
time, for no more than 2 nights in a row, for 
max. 28 days per year without needing PP.  

 

 



 

Q: Do I need PP for installing a shower block, roof over a wash station 
or bin store, or a deck for my hot tub?  

A: Yes. PP is usually required for any permanent structures.  
 

Q: Can I host a one-off 2 day event with camping without PP? 

A: Possibly; this would likely come under permitted development.  
 

Q: Can I put a hut or bell tent at the end of the garden to let out?  

A: You would need PP for this.   
 

Q: What about a hut in the garden to use as a home office or summer 
house?  

A: This could be classed as permitted development (exceptions apply, for 
example if the house is listed).  
 

Q: I’ve been told I can have up to 5 units without PP – is that true?  

A: Possibly - if your site is licenced by an exempted organisation, such as 
the Camping and Caravanning Club,  The Caravan Club, or Freedom 
Camping Club. They are each subject to their own restrictions and rules 
though so please contact them directly for more details.  
 

Q: Do I need any other permissions? 

A: Probably - planning isn’t the only thing to be aware of. For example 
you’ll likely need a caravan or camping licence from your local authority 
as a starting point, or if you make any changes to your access you might 
need a highways licence.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



How we  
can help 

you 

The Rural Planning Co are planning 
consultants specialising in rural projects, 
including glamping, tourism, rural, 
commercial, agricultural, equestrian, and 
residential schemes. 

We LOVE playing a part in helping people 
overcome planning hurdles. Contact our 
friendly team today to book in for a free 
initial telephone consultation with one of 
our planning consultants.  
 

At the end of this call we will recommend 
one of 4 options:  

1) Your proposal sounds good - let’s 
apply for planning permission   

2) We need to do some further research 
into the site specific details   

3) Let’s put it to the Local Planning 
Authority for some feedback  

4) We don’t think you’ll be able to get 
planning consent at this stage  

 

We’ll be honest and upfront with you about 
what we think the likelihood of success is, 
and how much we’ll charge. We truly are on 
your side and will be working as hard as we 
can to fight your corner.  

 

01299 667344 

hello@theruralplanningco.co.uk 

www.theruralplanningco.co.uk 
 

The Farm Office, Millridge Farm, Parsons 
Lane, Hartlebury, Worcestershire, DY11 7YQ 


